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          Sharing His Love - Miriam Flores.  

It was only a short time since arriving to that towné.small, 

hot, and without friends. But God always knows how to guide 

us to just the right people. A new found friend, Nelson in-

vited me to go to La Zona. òIõm going to take you to a place 

that Iõm sure you will likeó he said. And he was right; La 

Zona seemed to me like a paradise! It was cooler tempera-

ture, more isolated and nestled in the mountains of Santa 

Barbara. It was here that we met his friend Elsa who along 

with her husband Joe Willis, run a medical missionary out-

post right there in that mountain village. They shared how in 

their dependence upon God, He had led them to this very 

spot.  

Dear M.M.M. Friends & Family, 

It is always our privilege to share with you our blessings and experiences here in the mission 

field. God has been so very good to us over the years. This is a very special edition newsletter, 

dedicated primarily to the work our student missionary trainees are doing. We know that you 

will be blessed reading the stories and testimonies from our friends, students and volunteers. 

Before you begin, let us share with you this message from our Lord, who tells us; òGod does not 

design that His Human channels shall be uncouth. It is not His will that man shall belittle or 

degrade the heavenly current that flows through him to the world. They will be educated in pa-

tience, kindness, affability, and helpfulness. He (God) has given us a great work to do. Let us do 

it with accuracy and determination. Let us show in our lives what the truth has done for us. Eve-

ryone who accepts Christ as his personal Saviour will long for the privilege of serving God. Con-

templating what heaven has done for him, his heart is moved with boundless love and adoring 

gratitude. He is eager to signalize his gratitude by devoting his abilities to Godõs service. He 

longs to show his love for Christ and for His purchased possession. He covets toil, hardship, 

sacrifice.ó  

óCOL, 336; GW, 97; 6T, 418.; MH, 502. 
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So that very afternoon we went to their beautiful house of prayer for the afternoon program before heading back to 

Santa Barbara. 

Two years later I got the news: òDona Elsa is planning to open a vegetarian restaurant in Santa Barbaraó. And sure 

enough a couple of months later we were sitting down with some of my co-workers enjoying the delicious vegetarian 

meals at òLa Canasta de Vida; while in Santa Barbara I would try to eat there every week. I was later moved to Teguci-

galpa, but whenever work brings me back to Santa Barbara, guess where I eat my breakfast and Lunch? Yes, at òLa Ca-

nasta de Vida!ó  The restaurant is peaceful, relaxing, and the food is healthy. Little by little I have personally witnessed 

how interested the people of this town have become in their health, and in receiving the advice that is shared with them, 

and they look forward to the times when they can chat with our very busy friend Dona Elsa. 

The volunteers that work at the restaurant are always very pleasant and kind and ready to answer all the questions that 

we ask concerning health. A very beautiful couple by the name of Ariel and Johanna arrived in the later part of 2008 to 

work at the restaurant. And as usual it is impossible not to feel that all that work with the Willisõs in their ministry are 

òour friendsó, and this couple was no exception. One day Ariel said òsister, when are you going to visit our church?ó I 

quickly responded that I had already visited and now it was their turn to visit ours. That very next week he informed me 

that he had talked to Dona Elsa and his wife and they would love to go, but that they would want to be useful and share 

something about health with the people. I quickly contacted the lady in charge of health ministries who made arrange-

ments for Ariel and Johanna to travel to Tegucigalpa for 

a weekend of sharing. 

That Sabbath afternoon they shared some very important health and nutrition information, and early Sunday morning 

they did some practical hands-on training on how to give a massage. They were truly a blessing. They demonstrated 

such peace, and the desire to simply serve and reveal God to others. Ariel and Johanna stayed in the home of Aracely 

de Escoto she shares the following òThis couple taught us very practical lessons on massage, nutrition and lifestyle 

changes. We were personally benefited by some organic gardening videos they left with us. They truly revealed the spirit 

of unselfish service. As a family we felt that we had gained two new friends. We still keep in touch through e-mail, and I 

pray that God will always bless their ministry. Rebecca another one of our church members says òwhat I liked about 

Johanna and Ariel is that they had such good knowledge of health and were so willing to share it with others. I was im-

pressed with the wonderful benefits of natural remedies which we have right at our hands. I liked the class and I hope 

they can come back and share more with us.ó 

 

I always feel like God allowed me to go to Santa Barbara so I could learn more about Him. One of the most edifying 

lessons that I have learned is that we are in this world to serve, and to reveal the character of God through our lives; that 

God can give us peace in the midst of the frenzy of this world. When you have God in your life, there is no place for 

selfishness, but a desire to share what you know and have for the benefit of others. This is what I have learned from that 

small but great woman who is willing to do whatever God tells heré Dona Elsa Willis, along with that special couple 

Ariel and Johanna, and all the rest of the volunteers that work at the restaurant.   


