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         Maranatha Missionary Training Center

A Great Need
Dear Maranatha Friends and Family,
   We would like to share with you something exciting that God is doing in this little corner of the world; yes, here in the mountains of Honduras. Some of you may know that three years ago we started M.I.C.E. (Maranatha Institute of Christian Education), because we saw the need for our church children to receive a Christian education. This has been a path of faith and learning every year. Our desire from the beginning was to practice true education, but it was not until this last year that the Lord opened up our understanding to statements such as: “In the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one…” (Ed. 30) and “With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and, and soon-coming Savior might be carried to the whole world! How soon might the end come—the end of suffering and sorrow and sin!”
   This past year, the Lord blest us with consecrated teachers who were willing to humble themselves and be taught of God; and so, mid-year they began to do a reformation in their teaching, to follow God’s plan as closely as possible, and as they did this, we began to see the fruit of true education in the lives of our students. After seeing what God could do, and what He had already done in the lives of the students, We realized that there had to be a place, away from the noise and distractions of the world, where the young people could come away and be rightly trained, not by means of literary institutions, but by the unction of the Holy Spirit. In Counsels on Education page 24, the servant of God says: “When I was shown by the angel of God that an institution should be established for the education of our youth, I saw that it would be one of the greatest means ordained of God for the salvation of souls.” With that thought in mind, we began to earnestly pray as to what would the Lord have us to do at this solemn time, and the continual thought on our hearts and minds was the great need to train an army of missionaries that would finish God’s work. So, we’re stepping out in faith to do God’s biding, trusting in His guidance to establish a Missionary Training School that will follow His blueprint, so that His purpose for educational institutions will be fulfilled.

   Brothers and Sisters, I know that there are many missionary institutes and colleges, and so our purpose is not just to open up another one, but as we have stated above, our goal is to, by God’s grace, truly follow His plan of education with these young people. From our personal experience, we have yet to see an institution that has completely broken away from the papal worldly system and in humility follow God’s plan. “Higher than the highest human thought is God’s ideal for His children.” Realizing that this work can only be accomplished by Him, we want to simply cooperate and be His instruments. We are appealing to you, our friends and family, to join us in prayer for this endeavor. 
We realize that at this time in earth’s history, it isn’t easy to financially support various organizations, no-matter how worthy they are; But all of God’s people should know and understand that NOW is the time to give all of our energies to His cause; NOW is the time to give of our time and means to His work. This new year of 2009 will be the time for God’s people to make major decisions to give all to the Master, or to try and hold onto their earthly treasures just a little longer. God’s Word tells us that we “perish for lack of knowledge.” Oh, if we would only study the scriptures, and discern what is going to take place within these next few months. What we all need is greater faith; Complete, steadfast, unwavering faith in God.
It is by faith that we see the land needed; the means provided; the humble, consecrated teachers; and the willing young people that will become God’s last-days workers. Below is an outline of the plans for this project. 

  Location and physical structures:
· “In establishing schools and sanitariums, enough land should be purchased to provide for the carrying out of the plans that the Lord has outlined for these institutions. Provision should be made for the raising of fruit and vegetables, and, wherever possible, sufficient land should be secured so that others may not erect, near the institution, buildings of an objectionable character.” (GW p. 457)

· “Land should be secured at a distance from the cities, where schools can be built up in which the youth can be given an education in agricultural and mechanical lines.” (8T p. 215)

· “We believe the Lord is soon to come, and should not our faith be represented in the buildings we erect? Shall we put a large outlay of money into a building that will soon be consumed in the great conflagration? Our money means souls, and it is to be used to bring a knowledge of the truth to those who, because of sin, are under the condemnation of God… In all our advance work we must regard the necessity of economy. There must be no needless expense. The Lord is soon to come, and our outlay in buildings is to be in harmony with our faith. Our means is to be used in providing cheerful rooms, healthful surroundings, and wholesome food.” (7T p. 91-93)
· “Under the guidance of experienced workmen, carpenters who are apt to teach, patient, and kind, the students themselves should erect buildings on the school grounds and make needed improvements, thus by practical lessons learning how to build economically... Small fruits should be planted, and vegetables and flowers cultivated…” (6T p. 176)

**Maranatha Missionary Training Center is now actively looking for adequate property in a remote country region here in Honduras. We are hoping to acquire a minimum of 30 acres, to accommodate student housing, classrooms, industry and work centers, and agriculture.

Teachers:
· “The leading men in our college should be men of piety and devotion. They should make the Bible the rule and guide of life, giving heed to the sure word of prophecy as to ‘a light that shineth in a dark place.’ Not one of us should dare to be off guard for a moment, for ‘in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.’ It is only those who continue faithful in well-doing that shall reap the reward. Much that has no part in Christ is allowed a place among us. Unconsecrated ministers, professors, and teachers assist Satan to plant his banner in our very strongholds.
The design of our college has been stated again and again, yet many are so blinded by the god of this world that its real object is not understood. God designed that young men should there be drawn to Him, that they should there obtain a preparation to preach the gospel of Christ, to bring out of the exhaustless treasury of God’s word things both new and old for the instruction and edification of the people. Teachers and professors should have a vivid sense of the perils of this time and the work that must be accomplished to prepare a people to stand in the day of God.” (5T p. 12)
· “Let it never be forgotten that the teacher must be what he desires his pupils to become. Hence, his principles and habits should be considered as of greater importance than even his literary qualifications. He should be a man who fears God, and feels the responsibility of His work.
·  He should understand the importance of physical, mental, and moral training, and should give due attention to each. He who would control his pupils must first control himself. To gain their love, he must show by look and word and act that his heart is filled with love for them. At the same time, firmness and decision are indispensable in the work of forming right habits, and developing noble characters.” (FE p. 58, 59)

· “If all those connected with our institutions were only devoted and spiritually minded, relying upon God more than upon themselves, there would be far greater prosperity than we have hitherto seen. But while there is such decided lack of humble trust and entire dependence upon God, we cannot be sure of anything. Our great need today is for men who are baptized with the Holy Spirit of God—men who walk with God as did Enoch.” (5T p. 555)
Curriculum:
· In every line of instruction, teachers are to seek to impart light from the word of God, and to show the importance of obedience to a ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ The education should be such that the students will make right principles the guide of every action: 
· This is the education that will abide through the eternal ages… The mere study of the ordinary textbook is not sufficient; and many of the books that are used are unnecessary for those schools that are established to prepare students for the school above… The education that is needed now is one that will qualify the students for practical missionary work, by teaching them to bring every faculty under the control of the Spirit of God. The study book which is of the highest value is that which contains the instruction of Christ, the Teacher of teachers.” (FE p. 516, 517)
· “A knowledge of physiology and hygiene should be the basis of all educational effort… In the study of physiology, pupils should be led to see the value of physical energy and how it can be so preserved and developed as to contribute in the highest degree to success in life’s great struggle.” (Ed. p. 195,196) 

· “Study in agricultural lines should be the A, B, C, of the education given in our schools.” (6T p. 179) 

· “The Lord calls upon our young people to enter our schools and quickly fit themselves for service. In various places outside the cities, schools are to be established where our youth can receive an education that will prepare them to go forth to do evangelical work and medical missionary work.” (9T p. 170)

· “The students are in our schools for a special training, to become acquainted with all lines of work, that, should they go out as missionaries, they could be self-reliant and able, through their educated ability, to furnish themselves with necessary conveniences and facilities.” (6T p. 208)

· “Studies should generally be few and well chosen, and those who attend our colleges are to have a different training than that of the common schools of the day.” (CE p. 47) 

· The most essential education for our youth today to gain, and that which will fit them for the higher grades of the school above, is an education that will teach them how to reveal the will of God to the world… Those who go forth from our schools to engage in mission work will have need of an experience in the cultivation of the soil and in other lines of manual labor. They should receive a training that will fit them to take hold of any line of work in the fields to which they shall be called. 
· No work will be more effectual than thatdone by those who, having obtained an education in practical life, go forth prepared to instruct as they have been instructed.” (FE p. 512)

· “Time is short. Workers for Christ are needed everywhere. There should be a hundred earnest, faithful laborers in home and foreign mission fields where now there is but one… The Lord calls upon those connected with our sanitariums, publishing houses, and schools to teach the youth to do evangelistic work… The youth should be encouraged to attend our training schools for Christian workers, which should become more and more like the schools of the prophets. These institutions have been established by the Lord, and if they are conducted in harmony with His purpose, the youth sent to them will quickly be prepared to engage in various lines of missionary work.” (8T 229, 230)
**All students enrolled in Maranatha Missionary Training Center will be required to complete the full two year training program as well as the six month internship.
**Every student of Maranatha Missionary Training Center will be taught a specific trade to help support them as they minister for God. This training is in addition to the missionary training they will receive.

**Once training is completed, student will then be placed in an internship mentor program, lasting six months. After internship, the student will be on his/her own to work for the Lord. Maranatha Missionary Training Center will always be available to our graduate students for help and guidance.  
Students:
· “Students can do much to make the school a success by working with their teachers to help other students, and by zealously endeavoring to lift themselves above cheap, low standards. Those who cooperate with Christ will become refined in speech and in temper. They will not be unruly and self-caring, studying their own selfish pleasure and gratification. They will bend all their efforts to work with Christ as messengers of His mercy and love. They are one with Him in spirit and in action. They seek to store the mind with the precious treasures of God’s word, that each may do his appointed work.” (CT p. 100, 101)
· “While at school, students should not allow their minds to become confused by thoughts of courtship. They are there to gain a fitness to work for God, and this thought is ever to be uppermost. Let all students take as broad a view as possible of their obligations to God. Let them study earnestly how they can do practical work for the Master during their student life.” (CT p. 100)

· “Those who compose this faithful army will refresh and strengthen the teachers by discouraging every species of unfaithfulness, of discord, and of neglect to comply with the rules and regulations. Their influence will be saving, and their works will not perish in the great day of God, but will follow them into the future world; and the influence of their life here will tell throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity. One earnest, conscientious, faithful young man in a school is an inestimable treasure. Angels of heaven look lovingly upon him, and in the ledger of heaven is recorded every work of righteousness, every temptation resisted, every evil overcome. He is laying up a good foundation against the time to come, that he may lay hold on eternal life.” (CT p. 98, 99)

Financial support:
· “In the hands of His followers, Christ has placed the treasures of the gospel, and upon them He has laid the responsibility of giving the glad tidings of salvation to the world… He whose heart is aglow with the love of Christ will regard it as not only a duty but a pleasure, to aid in the advancement of the highest, holiest work committed to man—the work of presenting to the world the riches of goodness, mercy, and truth.” (AA p. 338, 339)
· “Schools are to be established away from the cities, where the youth can learn to cultivate the soil and thus help to make themselves and the school self-supporting. In connection with these schools all the different lines of work, whether agricultural or mechanical, that the situation of the place will warrant are to be developed. Let means be gathered for the establishment of such schools. In them students may gain an education that, with God’s blessing, will prepare them to win souls to Christ. If they unite with the Saviour they will grow in spirituality and will become valuable workers in His vineyard.” (7T p. 232)

· “To make no move that calls for the investment of means unless we have the money in hand to complete the contemplated work should not always be considered the wisest plan. In the up-building of His work the Lord does not always make everything plain before His servants. He sometimes tries the confidence of His people by having them move forward in faith. Often He brings them into strait and trying places, bidding them go forward when their feet seem to be touching the waters of the Red Sea.
 It is at such times, when the prayers of His servants ascend to Him in earnest faith, that He opens the way before them and brings them out into a large place.” (9T p. 271)

**Friends, few, if any, of our students will be able to care for their personal needs during this 2 ½ year training period. After graduation, they will be fully qualified to support themselves. 
It is now that they will need the support of those who believe in the need for an army of youth, trained in service for God, and God alone. They will need the support of those who believe in the soon return of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
We ask that you earnestly enter into prayer; seek the Lord, and ask if this training center is something He would like for you to support. Let God guide your every decision. Only then can we be assured that we’re doing His will.
In closing, I thank the Lord always for you, our MMM family, and for being able to share with you all of God’s leadings here in the mission field. We want to thank you for all your prayers, all your support and all your words of encouragement. This very week, God willing, we will begin looking for a piece of property. Please, do keep us in your prayers. If you have any questions, or if you want to help financially with this project, please contact us.

“The Lord wants His people in these days to believe that He will do as great things for them as He did for the children of Israel in their journey from Egypt to Canaan. We are to have an educated faith that will not hesitate to follow His instructions in the most difficult experiences. ‘Go forward’ is the command of God to His people… The work is to be carried forward as the Lord prepares the way. When He brings His people into strait places, then it is their privilege to assemble together for prayer, remembering that all things come of God. Those who have not yet shared in the trying experiences that attend the work in these last days will soon have to pass through scenes that will severely test their confidence in God.
 It is at the time His people see no way to advance, when the Red Sea is before them and the pursuing army behind, that God bids them: ‘Go forward.’ Thus He is working to test their faith. When such experiences come to you, go forward, trusting in Christ. Walk step by step in the path He marks out. Trials will come, but go forward. This will give you an experience that will strengthen your faith in God and fit you for truest service.” (9T p. 271, 273)
Sincerely,
Joseph & Elsa Willis

Directors of – Maranatha Medical Ministries;  Missionary Travelers International; Maranatha Missionary Training Center.

E-mail = maraministries@yahoo.com;  or  jcwflm1@yahoo.com.  
